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NTIA TO ACCEPT ADDITIONAL PROPOSALS FOR BROADBAND PROJECTS TO 

IMPROVE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Agency Announces Limited Reopening of BTOP Application Window for State and Local 

Governments Recently Granted FCC Authority to Deploy Public Safety Broadband Systems 

  

WASHINGTON – The Commerce Department’s National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration (NTIA) today announced that it will provide an opportunity for 

certain state and local governments to apply for broadband stimulus funding to support public 

safety projects. The potential applicants are the state and local governmental entities that the 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) recently permitted to deploy public safety 

broadband systems using the 700 MHz public safety broadband spectrum. NTIA’s decision 

supports the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s goal of improving public safety 

communications and provides that community with the opportunity to obtain funding for an 

initial set of networks that will help lay the groundwork for a nationwide, interoperable public 

safety broadband network.  

 

“The FCC has just cleared the way for a number of state and local governments to deploy new 

public safety broadband systems,” Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information and 

NTIA Administrator Lawrence E. Strickling said. “Given the administration’s commitment to 

improving the communications networks of our fire, police and rescue personnel, NTIA is 

offering these governments the opportunity to apply for broadband stimulus funding to help 

build their networks. We hope to receive strong proposals that merit investment in order to 

advance the deployment of a nationwide, interoperable public safety broadband network that 

makes America safer.” 

  

Applications in the second round of NTIA’s Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 

(BTOP), funded by the Recovery Act, were due in late March 2010. On May 11, 2010, the FCC 

adopted an Order granting conditional waiver authority to various state and local governments to 

use 700 MHz spectrum to deploy public safety broadband systems on a local or regional basis. 

These governments may have previously been discouraged from filing BTOP applications 

because they did not have the legal authority to use the spectrum. As a result of this significant 

development, and given the national priority of improving public safety communications, NTIA 

will accept applications for infrastructure projects from the affected parties from June 1, 2010 to 

July 1, 2010. The agency will publish an official notice and further details in the Federal 

Register. 

 



 
 

The Recovery Act provided a total of $7.2 billion to NTIA and the Department of Agriculture’s 

Rural Utilities Service (RUS) to fund projects that will expand access to and adoption of 

broadband services.  Of that funding, NTIA will utilize $4.7 billion for grants to deploy 

broadband infrastructure in the United States, expand public computer center capacity, and 

encourage sustainable adoption of broadband service.  NTIA will announce all grant awards by 

September 30, 2010. 

 

# # # 

 

The full text of the notice as submitted to the Federal Register is available here: 

http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2010/FR_BTOPApplicationReopening_05132010.pdf  

http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2010/FR_BTOPApplicationReopening_05132010.pdf

